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ILLEGAL LAND CLEARING 

1168. Ms RADISICH to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 
As the minister knows, the issue of illegal land clearing is important to the people in my electorate, as we do not 
take kindly to environmental vandals.  Can the minister outline the Government’s major initiative announced 
yesterday on the Environmental Protection Act, in particular tougher penalties for illegal land clearing? 

Dr EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  In addition, I thank the member for the strong advocacy she has given on 
this issue over the past six months following an incident in her electorate at the Lakes, at which there was 
clearing that was very questionable.  There is no doubt that the community is concerned about illegal land 
clearing.  In response to that, I was delighted to announce yesterday a new offence of environmental harm.  The 
proposed amendments to the Environmental Protection Act will now give us the capacity to go after people who 
commit acts of environmental vandalism.  At the same time, we will put in place a new permit system for people 
who want to clear land, and we will shift from the Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation the notification 
of intent process and bring it under the Environmental Protection Act.  We all know that some forms of land 
clearing can cause damage to the environment.  When we consider land clearing we need to assess not only the 
impacts on soil and land degradation but also the broader issues of biodiversity, water supply and the potential 
impact on salinity.  The new system of land clearing is much better placed under the Environmental Protection 
Act.  The new system will be clearer and more streamlined than the old system, because there will be only one 
point of contact.  The message will be loud and clear to people who want to engage in land clearing that we have 
a new system of permits; we have new offences for people who clear land illegally; and we have tough new 
penalties for people who commit environmental harm ranging from $500 000 for an individual to $1 million for 
a corporation.   

Mr Masters:  When will you be introducing these changes into the Parliament? 

Dr EDWARDS:  As soon as the Bill is printed - in about half an hour.  The community has been concerned 
about this matter for a long time.  I am delighted that we have been able to work through these concerns, and I 
look forward to introducing this Bill in the near future.   
 


